
The CACC playground offers an opportunity to stress 
the importance physical activity.  Our renovation to a 
natural playground will enhance ways to integrate play 
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                This week there were signs that Spring is 
                       arriving.  The days are getting warmer, 
                       and it is light when we get up in the   
                       morning and still light when we go     
                       home.  When there are warmer days and 
                       more light, can the green grass and  
                       spring flowers be far behind? 
 
Now that winter is finally over, we are actively moving on 
our playground renovation project.  This will involve 
removing the traditional equipment that is currently 
installed (swings, slides and climbing structures) and 
converting our campus play space to a natural 
playground. 
 
Natural playgrounds encourage the kind of creative 
outdoor play that many of us can recall from our 
childhood: climbing rocks, rolling down hills, playing 
house in bushes, jumping in leaves, et cetera. 
 
A natural playground uses carefully chosen natural 
materials to create safe, accessible, unique and 
inspiring combinations of safe, fun and challenging play 
and exercise opportunities that also teach about nature, 
science, math and general well being!! 
 
Because they contribute to the overall physical, 
cognitive, and emotional development of children, 
nature-oriented playgrounds help children 
 

·     score higher on tests for concentration and self-
discipline, 

·     experience more diverse play, 
·     exhibit less aggressive behavior, 
·     strive toward advanced motor fitness, and 
·     become healthier.  

-Ron King, Natural Playgrounds 
 
We are very excited about bringing a natural playground 
to our community because most of our young clients 
would not otherwise have the opportunities for outside 
play because of the daily incidences of shootings as well 
as the lack of safe play spaces. 
 
Lesley Christian 

NAEYC Accreditation  
 
Crispus Attucks Children’s 
Center is very pleased to 
have earned accreditation 
from the National Association 
for the Education of Young 
Children — the nation’s leading organization of 
early childhood professionals. 
 
“We’re proud to be accredited by the NAEYC, and 
recognized for our commitment to reaching the 
highest professional standards,” said Lesley 
Christian, President and CEO at Crispus Attucks.  
“NAEYC Accreditation lets families in our 
community know that children in our program are 
getting the best care and early learning 
experiences.” 
 
Programs seeking NAEYC accreditation are 
measured against national standards of quality that 
go well beyond state health and safety licensing 
requirements. The accreditation criteria address all 
aspects of an early childhood education program, 
including teacher qualifications and development, 
child-to-teacher ratios, curriculum, and health and 
safety.  “In recent years, we’ve seen a growing 
number of child care and preschool programs 
earning NAEYC Accreditation,” said Mark Ginsberg, 
PH.D., executive director of NAEYC.  “By earning 
accreditation, Crispus Attucks Children’s Center has 
become a leader in a national effort to raise the 
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Eastern Bank Awards  
 
On March 15th, Crispus Attucks hosted 
Eastern Bank’s 2007 “Community 
Quarterback” Awards ceremony.  This 
is an annual event for Eastern Bank 
where they recognize all of the various 
organizations that they support, which 
includs CACC.  Over 52 organizations 
were recongnized at the event, which 
included performances from our 
Rabbits and Chipmunks III 
classrooms.  The special quest was 
former NFL and Boston College 
quarterback Doug Flutie, who visited 
several of our classrooms and 
presented the students with an 
autographed football.  Congratulations 
to all of the charitable organizations, 
and thank you to Eastern Bank for 
their support of our program. 
 

Did You Know?  
 
NAEYC accreditation is considered the “gold 
standard” among early childhood education 
facilities, but only about 8% of US preschools are 
currently accredited. 
 
Source: “Why Preschool Matters”, Parents magazine, 
February 2007 

Shop & Earn through Schoolpop  
In a time where funding remains tight, CACC has looked to other ways for supporters to 
help our organization.  Last fall we began participating in a program called Schoolpop, that raises money 
through online shopping.  Because there are no additional charges to shop, we think this is a great way for 
people to do their normal shopping and also support CACC at the same time.  And it is not just for 
individuals.  Schoolpop can also be ideal for a small business to register since some of the online merchants 
market newspapers, office supplies, or airline tickets.  There are over 300 merchants to select from, so there 
is something for everyone.  
 
Signing up is easy.  Visit www.schoolpop.com to register for the program. Simply designate Crispus Attucks 
as the organization to receive your support. Each time you look to shop online, go to the Schoolpop site first, 
and then link to your desired merchant.  That is all you need to do.  The retailer will recognize you as a 
Schoolpop shopper, and credit CACC appropriately. 
 
Please take the time to register and use this innovative program to help CACC.  If you have any questions, 

CACC Board Chariman John Christian (center), with Doug 
Flutie and Eastern Bank Chairman and CEO Richard 
Holbrook. 

Many Thanks! 
The generosity from individuals and organizations make it possible for CACC to continue to deliver 
our objective of high quality early childhood education  Some recent gifts of note were received 
from Child Care Capital Investment Fund, Citizens Bank, the Agnes M. Lindsay Trust, the 
Ludcke Foundation, the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Car e, the TRI-S 
Foundation, and the Edith Shoolman Children’s Fund.  In addition, CACC received a bequest 
from the Estate of Maude F. Gaines.  Stop & Shop  also generously sponsored our fall staff 
appreciation event.  Many thanks to all of our contributors for their continued support. 


