
35th Anniversary 
The Crispus Attucks Children’s Center will be celebrating its 35th Anniversary in 2006.  Over the years, thousands 
of youngsters have been helped by the Center’s goal of preparing them for academic success.  We look forward 
to sharing this exciting milestone through out the year with alumni, families, donors, former Board members, and 
all of the others who have made the Center such a success. 
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Message from the President  
 

               At our center, we are driven by the   
                        vision of enabling our children to reach 
                        high levels of achievement.  In addition 
                        to hiring highly qualified staff,            
                        implementing a dynamic curriculum, and 
                        reinvesting in our facilities, the most 
important thing we  do at CACC is that we expect the 
children to do well...and they do! 

 
In the mid 90’s, CACC was introduced to the theories of 
the Efficacy Institute and its founder Dr. Jeffery 
Howard. These principles guide us in the work that we 
do today with the 234 children in our care. 
 
Firstly, we believe that intelligence is not innate, it is 
developed.  Our school’s motto is”  “Work Hard, Get 
Smart ”. Secondly, we have commitments that keep us 
focused on our goals, which are: 
• We believe all children are “gifted and talented”,      
inherently possessing the capabilities to succeed. 
• We are committed to developing these capacities to 
high 21st century standards. 
• We understand that achievement of these 
outcomes requires the participation of all levels of 
CACC staff and the child’s parents. 
• We have designed our programs to achieve these 
outcomes for children, and to support their families in 
structuring a healthy developmental environment. 
• We hold ourselves accountable to these goals in 
ways that are both behaviorally observable and 
statistically measurable. 
 
At CACC, we have very high standards for ourselves, 
the children, and their families.  We are committed to 
excellence, but our funding limitations often make this 
difficult.  The support and generosity of donors who 
recognize the importance of our work helps to close the 
gap, but more help is always needed.   Contributions of 
both time and financial resources are always welcome 
to help us achieve our important goals and we ask for 
your support. 
 
Lesley Christian 
President & Chief Executive Officer 

New Additions to the  
Crispus Attucks Team 
The Board of Directors is pleased to announce the 
addition of Brigette Henry to the Board.  Brigette is 
the Director of Human Resources at Federated 
Dorchester Neighborhood Houses. Her experience 
in the both the for-profit and non-profit worlds is a 
welcomed addition to the Crispus Attucks team.   
 
The Center is also pleased to welcome Edward 
Thomas as the Vice President of Operations and 
Compliance.  The position of VP of Operations is 
new to the Center.  The President and the Board felt 
that it was an important addition to ensure that the 
Center is meeting all of its regulatory requirements 
and operating as efficiently as possible.  In his time 
here since December, Ed has already made 
improvements and we look forward to many more! 

Out for a stroll  
Students from our 
toddler classroom 
out for a walk 
enjoying some 
beautiful weather 



Did You Know?  
 
Reading scores in the 10th grade can be 
predicted with surprising accuracy 
based on a child’s knowledge of the 
alphabet in kindergarten. To help 
prepare our students for success, the 
Center’s curriculum is designed with 
early literacy as a main goal.  The 
children work on activities that help 
them recognize letters and their sounds, 
as well as words and language flow 
through reading exercises. 
 

 Students in one of our pre-school classrooms playing a 
game of “alphabet bingo” to help with their recognition of 
different letters and sounds. 

Classroom Renovations kick off of final stage  
 
We have successfully raised the funds to begin the final stages of our classroom renovations.  Two 
remaining classrooms, as well as some administrative offices, will be re-designed to create a better 
learning environment for our students. Our other thirteen classrooms have already been completed.  
Commitments from the Cabot Foundation, the Child Care Capital Investment Fund, and three Anonymous 
gifts were added to the initial $100,000 grant from the State Street Foundation.    The architectural work is 
currently being completed, and we expect to begin construction by the Fall.  We are still in need of an 
additional $30,000 to fully fund the renovations and purchase new furnishings and equipment.  Your 
support would be greatly appreciated. 

Many Thanks! 
A sincere thank you to all of the individuals and corporations that continue to support our goal of preparing 
our students for success.  Some recent gifts of note have come from Child Care Capital Investment, Cabot 
Family Trust, Bay State Federal Savings Charitable Foundation, Citizens Bank, Staples Foundation for 
Learning and the Red Sox Foundation, and three anonymous gifts.  The total amount received is $161,245.  
We thank them for their continued support. 

The Crispus Attucks Children's Center 
105 Crawford Street  Dorchester MA  02121 
Email us at  info@crispus-attucks.org 

Crispus Attucks Day 
March 4th marked the 18th year that the Center has participated in the City of Boston’s Crispus Attucks Day 
commemoration. Two of our preschool classrooms participated in the Boston Equal Rights League’s 
program at Fanueil Hall.  The Center also held it’s own celebration of our namesake, with all of the preschool 
classrooms participating in our evening program, which was attending by over 200 people.   


