Message from the Presid@mo07

Since our last newsletter there have
been a number of exciting occurrences
here at CACC.

If you watch the local news coverage you
know that the communities of Roxbury,
Dorchester and Mattapan have been
prominently featured, too often, because
of increased gang related homicides.
What does not hit the news is the huge
number of gang related incidences of
violence that do not result in a dramatic death shocking
enough to warrant coverage at 6 or 11. You also never
see the thousands of families in these communities who
struggle each and every day to perform the normal
activities of work, school and play under constant cloud
of fear, anxiety and often grief.

CACC has initiated a Violence Prevention Curriculum for
our 3-6 year olds to help them with their feelings about
the violence they are experiencing in their homes and
neighborhoods. Like most people with such exposure,
these children come to school bearing the emotional and
social scars that result from living in this environment.

At CACC we have created a Peace Zone and integrated
into our curriculum a focus on teaching children at an
early age skills to help them express their feelings of
sadness, fear and grief and teach them self-control, self-
confidence, responsibility, problem solving, and
cooperation to help them successfully navigate through
life. We want them to understand how to avoid violent,
risk-taking behaviors by developing critical refusal skills
and a sense of personal responsibility and by teaching
problem solving and conflict-resolution strategies. We
are determined that, by providing a safe place for our
children, helping them work through their emotional and
psychological issues so their brains can focus on
learning, equipping them to deal effectively with others,
and preparing them for academic and life success, we
are investing in a safer and more stable community.

Lesley Christian
President & Chief Executive Officer

Children’s Peace Day
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A Whole New Look

CACC received a make-over this past summer with
the design of our new logo. The Board of Directors
began researching this project several months ago
in an attempt to develop of modern brand mark that
captured the spirit of the Center. “The new logo
was designed to give CACC a single look that can
be recognized in the community,” said Christy Egun,
who chairs the Board Marketing Committee. The
logo uses the words to also depict an adult
supporting a child, symbolizing the work the Center
does to help each child develop the necessary skills
to succeed. As part of the this new design, the
name of our newsletter has been changed to
“Working Hard to Get Smart”. This phrase is used
with the children to motivate them to work hard in
the classroom and to remind them that everyone
can learn and be successful if they apply
themselves. CACC would like to thank Janet
Andrews of Looksmart Design for all of her work to
design our new logo.

CACC students performing at the Peace Day
Celebration.

On June 1° we held our first “annual” Peace Day Spring Celebration. Over 100 Children performed to an
audience of parents, community residents and representatives from the Police, Boston City Council, State
Representatives and Senators. Mayor Menino proclaimed the day to be Children’s Peace Day, and the
proclamation was read by Karen Holmes Ward, who was the MC for the event. The goal of the program is to
bring attention to the violence in the Center’s neighborhoods, and to recognize that emphasizing peace with the

city’s youth is a critical path to end the violence.



Outdoor Learning Center

In the fight against obesity and in an effort to help children learn in many different forms, CACC is taking a
leadership position to be one of the first organizations in the City of Boston to create a “natural playground”.
While the Center has provided students with outdoor play for years, and while these types of play structures
challenge children’s physical development, we recognize that they do little to challenge their emotional, social,
and cognitive creativity. With our 90,000 square foot campus, CACC has the opportunity to utilize our open
space in a way that is not typical for our neighborhood.

This project is designed to create imaginative, fun, and cost-effective areas that encourage natural play and
learning while incorporating very little manufactured equipment. The designers blend natural materials,
features, and indigenous vegetation with creative landforms and structures. This creates special
combinations of safe, fun, and challenging play and exercise opportunities while also providing settings for
teaching about nature, science, math, and general well-being.

The construction of this project is being broken down into three phases, with implementation being completed
as funding becomes available. The total project is estimated at over $200,000, and with approximately 40% in
hand, Phase | is already underway. We continue to look for individuals and organizations to help assist with
this exciting opportunity. For more information or to generously support our new Outdoor Learning Center,
please contact Lesley Christian at 617.445.1420.

(Above) The designer’s rendition of the CACC front Two Times the Gift
lot, including the updates for the natural playground. Turn your holiday shopping into a

donation to CACC through the Schoolpop online
shopping program. Participating retailers will donate a
Did You Know? portion of their sales to CACC, and it costs you nothing.

The younger the child, the more they learn throyghsigning up is easy. Visit www.schoolpop.com to
sensory and physical activity; thus, the more whfie register for the program. Simply designate Crispus
and rich the natural setting (e.g., rocks, running| Attucks (ID #120307) as the organization to receive
water, varieties of colors and sounds, and the wideyour support. Each time you look to shop online, go to
range of permitted activities), the greater its the Schoolpop site first, and then link to your desired
contribution to the physical, cognitive, and merchant. That is all you need to do. The retailer will

: e recognize you as a Schoolpop shopper, and credit
emotional development of the chil®ivkin, 1997 CACC appropriately. Email the Center at info@crispus-

attucks.org with any questions.

Many Thanks!

The high quality of programs that we provide could not be possible without the support of individuals and
organizations who make generous donations. Some recent gifts of note were received from Proctor &
Gamble, the Edith Shoolman Children’s Fund,  and the Tri-S Foundation.  Many thanks to all of our
contributors for their continued support.




