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Message from the President

Since our last newsletter there have
been a number of exciting occurrences
here at CACC.

In May, we were notified that we had
received accreditation from the National
Association for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC). This is a national certification that
identifies early education programs of the highest
quality. Years of hard work by our dedicated staff
resulted in this momentous achievement.

We completed the renovations of two preschool
classrooms. New offices, a small conference room and
new staff resource room and lounge were also the result
of this construction project. All CACC classrooms are
now state-of-the-art...and absolutely gorgeous!!

We are now moving on to renovate our playground to
create outdoor classrooms where the children can
interact with the environment. This is particularly
important for children who have limited green spaces
available to them. With the problem of obesity that
plagues so many youngsters, we want to create an
outdoor natural play environment that challenges our
children to “work” their muscles and burn those extra
calories. Our ambitious plans have a price tag of over
$200,000. A $75,000 grant for the first phase has been
received from the Child Care Capital Investment Fund.

Finally, we are implementing an asthma education
project with our preschoolers. A campaign has been
developed by Children’s Hospital, WGBH-TV, The
Children’s Museum, The Boston Public Library and the
Boston Public Health Commission. We are very excited
about the opportunity to bring this educational curriculum
to CACC.

Lots going on this fall at CACC. Hope you'll find time to
give us a visit to see first hand how we are making a
difference in the lives of the families we serve.

Lesley Christian

President & Chief Executive Officer

Foster Grandparents

United Way Community Care Day

On September 14™, we hosted a UWMB Community
Care Day. Almost 50 volunteers from Liberty Mutual
Insurance Company visited CACC, read to the
children, painted our new staff lounge, and gave
computer tutorials to 20 staff members. The
ReadBoston Book Mobile was present and every
child received a book to take home. The day began
with a visit from United Way CEO Milton Little. As
an added bonus, we were invited to Liberty Mutual's
United Way kick off to participate in their version of
“Deal or No Deal”, where we received a generous
gift of $5,000 from the “prize money”. Many thanks
to all of the people at Liberty Mutual for their
support.
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A volunteer from Liberty Mutual working with
students on an arts and crafts project (above). The
ReadBoston Book Mobile distributing books (below).
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The Center continues to expand our Violence Prevention curriculum that we announced last spring. This
past summer the teaching staff attended a full day training on the Violence Prevention Curriculum (Peace
Zone) that we are currently implementing. The training was lead by staff from the Harvard School of Public
Health, The Louis D. Brown Peace Institute, and Lesson One Foundation. The goal of the program is to help
our young students deal with the emotional impact of violence. The Peace Zone Team visits each preschool
class weekly to teach them the guiding principles of the program. The children and staff are learning ways to
express their feelings about the violence they experience first hand in this community. Our 150 preschoolers
are also learning violence prevention skills that will work for them today and as they get older and are
confronted with dangerous situations and conflicts. In mid-September, a similar training was held for over 75
parents at the Fall Parent Meeting. Unfortunately violence is not an unusual event in the lives of these
children, and is an area that we need continued support to sustain and expand this critical program. Please
contact Lesley Christian if you are interested in sponsoring our efforts.

Shop and Give ®
CACC is now participating

in an innovative Pop.
fundraising program called Schoolpop, where
our supporters can shop online for everyday
purchases for their home or business, and
Crispus Attucks will receive a percentage of
the purchase amount. There are over 300
participating merchants ranging from Ebay,
Ann Taylor, Dell Computer, Wal-Mart, and
Staples, to online photo printing, newspaper
subscriptions, and Southwest Airlines to
name a few. Contributions can be up to 18%
of purchases, and there is no additional cost
to the purchaser.

Signing up is easy. Visit www.schoolpop.com
to register for the program. Simply designate
Crispus Attucks as the organization to receive
your support. Each time you look to shop
online, go to the Schoolpop site first, and then

Lesley Christian, accepting a donation of prize money from
“Howie Mandel”, during Liberty Mutual’s version of the game
show “Deal or No Deal".

Did You Know?

According to the Children’s Defense League “every $1
invested in quality early childhood care and education
saves as much as $7” by increasing the likelihood that
children will be literate, employed and enrolled in
postsecondary education and less likely to be school
dropouts, dependent on welfare, or arrested for criminal
activity. Your support of Cripus Attucks Programs is
critical to helping our students create the foundations of
success that will make a difference in their lives.

link to your desired merchant. That is all you
need to do. The retailer will recognize you as
a Schoolpop shopper, and credit CACC
appropriately.

As the holiday season approaches, this is a
great way to help CACC as you do your
normal shopping. Please sign up and support
CACC'’s programs. If you have any
guestions, please contact the Center by
emailing info@crispus-attucks.org.

The high quality of programs that we provide could not be possible without the support of individuals and
organizations who make generous donations. Some recent gifts of note were received from Eastern Bank

Charitable Foundation, Sovereign Bank, BJ’'s Charita
Company, the Mabel Louise Riley Foundation,
Early Education & Care.

curriculum, including gifts from Children’s Hospital Boston

Mabel Louise Riley Foundation

ble Foundation, Liberty Mutual Insurance

and a gift of computer equipment from the Department of
We have also received several contributions targeting the violence prevention

, Boston Public Health Commision
. Many thanks to all of our contributors for their continued support.
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